Swiss Scientists’ Dinner Meeting


Wednesday, May 26, 1999


The Basque Cultural Center


599 Railroad Avenue, South San Francisco, CA 94080














Program	





7 pm	Cocktail (courtesy of Mr. Alfred Baehler, Consul General of Switzerland) 





8 pm	Dinner, followed by the conference








The Search for Other Worlds


by Dr. Didier Queloz, Jet Propulsion Laboratory / NASA, Pasadena


Since the detection of a Jupiter mass planet orbiting the star 51 Pegasus, the field of planet searching has rapidly expanded, theories of planet formation have been challenged, and the research and development of new, more precise, instruments has been stimulated. Some indirect techniques of planet detection are now very efficient in finding massive planets, and as a result almost 20 giant planets have already been discovered.  It is yet impossible to directly image a planet like our earth. However, we are taking pictures of young protoplanetary systems in young star forming regions. Interferometric measurements, using the combined light from several large telescopes, will potentially improve our detection efficiency and imaging capa�bility. In a few years it may yield the very first picture of a giant planet like our own Jupiter orbiting another star. To see Earth-like planets we will need to send a multi-satellite array of telescopes into space and combine together all the light from these widely separated telescopes. Such a challenging instrument may also be capable of detecting the signature of life by analyzing the detected light from the atmosphere of planets. 


SPEAKER


Didier Queloz and his colleage Michel Mayor, two members of the Geneva Observatory, were the first astronomers to discover a planet outside our solar system. Didier Queloz holds a PhD in physics from the University of Geneva, has been awarded the 1996 Vacheron Constantin Prize and the 1996 Balzers Award, and is currently Distinguished Visiting Scientist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 














Directions


From San Francisco : take 101 South, exit at Grand Avenue/Downtown, turn left onto Airport Blvd., right onto Grand, left onto Magnolia, and left onto Railroad.


From San Jose : take 101 North, exit at SO Airport Blvd., turn left onto S Airport Blvd., left at the intersection of Mitchell, left onto Grand, left onto Magnolia, and left onto Railroad.


Ample parking available.


�



DINNER MENU





CHOICE OF 


Veal Roast, Scalloped Potatoes and Vegetables


Salmon with Champagne Sauce, Vegetables and Rice


Vegetarian Pasta





ALL MEALS INCLUDE


Soup, Salad, Bread and Butter


Ice Cream





BEVERAGES


Mineral Water, Soda, Coffee





WINES


Joseph Phelps Sauvignon Blanc, Napa Valley (1996)


Gundlach-Bundschuh, Pinot Noir, Sonoma Valley (1996) 











Participation : $ 32.- per Person / (Students : $ 25.-)


(incl. dinner and all organizational costs; wine courtesy of the Consulate General of Switzerland)











Please make your reservations by completing the registration slip below and send it back,


before May 20, 1999 together with a check to :





Consulate General of Switzerland


456 Montgomery Street, Suite 1500


San Francisco, CA 94104-1233


phone (415) 788-2272











"-----------------------------------------------------------------------"----------------------------------------------------------------------------"





Scientists’Meeting May 26, 1999 - Basque Cultural Center, South San Francisco





Please return before May 20, 1999 with check payable to the Consulate General of Switzerland





Last Name�
First Name�
Address�
$�
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Pasta�
�
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Consulate General of Switzerland in San Francisco 	�
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